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so far as the guests were concerned, was not the bride
and bridegroom but Uncle Ted. Indeed, before long
Franklin and his bride found themselves standing alone
in the reception-room, so having nothing to do, they
went in search of their guests. They discovered them
in the library, forming a solid crowd round Uncle Ted,
who was making them laugh by telling them funny
stories, and realising that a mere pair of newly-weds
could not possibly compete with the famous President,
Eleanor and Franklin joined the crowd and laughed
also.

Franklin was married, but he had still to complete
his law studies, so he and Eleanor made their home in
a New York City hotel while he attended his classes at
the University. Summer came and the bride and bride-
groom made a trip to Europe; then home again to
complete his law course, at the end of which he became
a member of the firm of Garter, Ledyard, and Milburn,
prominent city lawyers. There, following his love for
the sea, he specialised in marine law, but though he
was liked by his employers and promised to make a
good lawyer, the work did not satisfy him. It did not
fulfil his longing to be up and doing something, to be
fighting battles, and when in 1910 the Democrats in
his district (Duchess County) asked him to be their
candidate for a seat in the New York Senate, he re-
signed his position with the firm and threw himself
into politics. This was the turning-point in Franklin
Roosevelt's life. Had he declined the offer, and there
were many influences at work, even in his own family,
trying to dissuade him, he might never have been any-
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